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Honorable Commissioner of Patents 

and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1.97-1.99, applicant 
presents herewith PTO Form 1449 containing a list of the references which he 
believes might be material to the Examiner's examination and/or to the 
patentability of a claim of the application, and which constitutes the most 
pertinent prior art with which he is acquainted. Copies of these references are 
submitted herewith, together with a copy of the search report of the European 
Patent Office dated June 16, 1999. 

The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, 
is not intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against 
the claims of the present application. Applicants do not waive any rights to 
take any action which would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove as 
a competent reference any document which is determined to be a prima facie 
prior art reference against the claims of the present application. 

The claims of the instant application have been carefully drafted to 
define the novelty of the instant invention over the teachings of this prior art. 
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Allowance of the claims is respectfully solicited. 
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